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SUBJECT: U.S. RESPONSE TO SITUATION IN PORTUGAL 
REF: (A) LISBON 3911 (B) LISBON 3936 (C) SECTO 60043 

1 . WE ARE NOT CONEIDENT THAT A UNILATERAL U.S. STATEMENT 
OR ACTION WILL INFLUENCE THE OUTCOME OE THE PORTUGUESE 
POLITICAL CRISIS; EXCEPT PERHAPS NEGATIVELY. FOR THE 
MOMENT, AT LEAST, WE PREEER TO CONEINE OUR REACTION TO 
DEVELOPMENTS IN LISBON WITHIN THE CONTEXT OE THE WESTERN 
EUROPEAN RESPONSE, AS YOU ALSO RECOMMEND. WE WILL BE 
DISCUSSING THE SITUATION EURTHER WITH THE SECRETARY'S 
PARTY ON ITS RETURN. 

2. THUS EAR, WE HAVE FRENCH AND ITALIAN REACTIONS. ERENCH 
EOREIGN MINISTER SAUVAGNARGUES EXPRESSED HIS CONCERN OVER 
THE DEVELOPMENTS IN PORTUGAL, SAYING HE DID NOT BELIEVE 
THEY CORRESPONDED TO A SENSE OE PLURALISTIC DEMOCRACY 

AS CONVEYED BY PRESIDENT COSTA GOMES WHEN HE VISITED PARIS 
IN EARLY JUNE. SAUVAGNARGUES ALSO SAID THAT HE THOUGHT 
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DECISION ON THE QUESTION OF PORTUGUESE AID AT ITS NEXT 
SCHEDULED MEETING, EVEN THOUGH THAT SUBIECT IS ON THE 
AGENDA. ITALIAN SOCIALIST LEADER ENRICO MANCA SAID THAT 

YOUNG PORTUGUESE DEMOCRACY IS IN DANGER AND THAT THE 
POSITION OP SOCIALISTS IS ONE OP 7UNDAMENTAL PRINCIPLES 
OP EVERY AUTHENTIC DEMOCRACY. 

3. WE HAVE ASKED VOA TO INCLUDE THESE AND OTHER EUROPEAN 
EXPRESSIONS OP CONCERN IN ITS REGULAR NEWSCASTS. 

ROBINSON 
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